
“Guard the Grace Entrusted to You” 

Deuteronomy 13 

April 7, 2013 

We must not allow any other voices, regardless of how impressive they are, 

to lure us away from the supremacy of God and His grace.  

Deuteronomy 13 provides 7 life principles to guard us against deadly idolatry: 

1. God’s Word is the only verifiable test for spiritual discernment 

[vs. 1-4]. 

Not everything that is spiritual is of God and nothing that is spiritual 

is neutral. It is either light and holy or dark and demonic. That 

includes this warning about false prophets—those that will arise and 

call out for our intrinsic sense of worship but are leading us away 

from the God of grace rather than to Him.  

I bring up this matter of spiritual discernment because it is just as 

necessary today as in the days of Israel.  

1 John 4:1-3—“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 

spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false 

prophets have gone out into the world. 

2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 

3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and 

this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is 

coming, and now it is already in the world. 

 

Bottom Line: Unless you have trained your senses with the truth of 

God’s word you cannot have spiritual discernment.  

 

Discernment is not a subjective, emotional, spiritualized feeling 

about something. Discernment is the result of a mind renewed by 

Holy Spirit through prolonged study of Scripture that yields a life of 

obedience.  

Heb. 5:14—Concerning [Jesus] we have much to say, and it is hard to 

explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 

 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for 

someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and 

you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of 

righteousness, for he is a babe. 

 14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their 

senses trained to discern good and evil. 

 

Understanding God’s word and putting it into practice causes us to discern 

good from evil.  

Even in the case of a spiritual gift of “distinguishing the spirits” (I 

Cor 12:10), without careful study and application of Scripture you 

are on very slippery ground. It’s important for you to understand that 

no spiritual gift can be mature and used properly without the refining 

work of the Word in our hearts. For example, John MacArthur warns 

that just as the spiritual gifts of knowledge, wisdom, preaching, and 

teaching require diligent study of Scripture, so the gift of 

discernment requires careful study of the Word. The key to 

discerning deceptive spirits is discerning erroneous doctrine by being 

sharp in the truth of God’s word.
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Spiritual Discernment is prompted by questions like:  

� What does God’s word value? 

� What does God’s word say about this particular matter? 

� What does God’s word require in obedience?  

The clue in Deut. 13 that highlights the essential place of the Word 

in spiritual discernment is in vs. 4: “You shall keep His 

commandments and listen to His voice.” Well, what has God 

commanded? The first commandment says, “You shall have no other 

gods before me” and vs. 3 gets us to the heart of that commandment: 

“You shall love the Lord Your God with all Your heart and with all 

Your soul.” And so if that is rooted in your heart, when someone 

attempts to entice you to follow other gods you can peg him as a 

false prophet. But you must know the word and if you don’t pass it 
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on to your children, you are only one generation away from full-

fledged idolatry.  

2. Loving God supremely is His ultimate aim for our lives (vs. 4). 

I simply want to emphasize the phrase, “the Lord your God is testing 

you…” Satan is not the one testing them through this false prophet, 

but God. Doesn’t God already know what’s in your heart far better 

than you do? Yes, He does.  

The point that I want to make here is that God is so intent on His 

desire for you to love Him with all your heart that he will even use 

the voice of false prophets to reveal what is in your heart—whether 

God is supreme in your affections or not—so that you will not go on 

being deceived by your own heart.  

Jeremiah says your heart is deceitful. Paul says your mind is 

depraved. One of the greatest dangers in all of life is to not know the 

true state of your own heart.  

The defining characteristic of a godly life is a person who loves God with 

all of his heart and soul. And that kind of love will not flirt with being 

entertained, led, or ruled by anything that diminishes one’s love for God.  

3. Delighting in God must be the preoccupation of our lives (vs. 4). 

Here I simply want to point out that the emphasis in vs. 4 is not what 

we do: “follow…fear…obey…listen…serve….cling.” The emphasis 

is on the One to whom we do all those things.  

Literary Hebrew Word order: “After the Lord your God you must 

walk, Him you must fear, His commandments you must keep, His 

voice you must hear, Him you must serve, Him you must cling to.” 

(italics mine)
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 He’s to have a singular supremacy in all of these verbs…. 
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Delighting in God must be the preoccupation of our lives. This is the 

greatest deterrent to idolatry in our lives.  

4. Idolatry must be regarded as deadly 

What was to happen to this false prophet who would lead people 

astray into idolatrous worship?  

[vs. 5] 

If this prophet was to remain alive, it would result in multitudes of 

people being turned away from the God of grace, who alone could 

save them. The death penalty marks the seriousness of letting 

anything take precedence over God in our lives because He is the 

only One who can provide saving grace.  

Beware that false prophets can be very religious people. In fact 

today, whole churches and denominations can take on the role of a 

false prophet by offering people a form of religion that is void of the 

central message of the gospel—that we must be saved from our hell-

deserving sin by repentance and faith in Jesus the Son of God who 

gave His life on the cross as a payment for our sin to reconcile us to 

God. Hell is real and Jesus alone can save us from our sins. Not just 

the mask of good or moral behavior.  

5. Loyalty to the Savior trumps all other loyalties (vs. 6-11).  

 

No earthly relationship, regardless of how close to their heart, was to 

be an exception to this death-ban on anyone who sought to lead the 

people astray from the God of grace.  

God is to be the sole object of worship because He is the sole source 

of salvation.  

 

6. The severity of God’s judgment toward idolatry reveals the 

supreme value of His holiness (vs. 12-16). 

The message here is that the only final outcome that is possible to 

being led astray from the God of grace, its utter destruction.  



If you do not take the matter of idolatry and false teaching seriously, 

it’s because you have not grasped the grave seriousness of God’s 

holiness.  

“C. S. Lewis once said that if we no longer feel comfortable with the 

cursing psalms…it is not because of our greater, “Christian” 

sensitivity, but because of our appalling moral apathy. We no longer 

feel the passion of the psalmist that God should deal with evil and 

evildoers and vindicate God’s own moral order in the world. We 

respond to idolatrous, blasphemous evil not with a curse, but a 

shrug, and then have the gall to claim morally higher ground than 

ancient Israel. Similarly, if we can no longer identify with the scale 

of priorities and values that undergird Deuteronomy 13, it is 

manifestly not because we have acquired a greater appreciation of 

the value of human life, but because we have lost any sense of the 

awful majesty of God’s reality.” 
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God gave such severe punishment to those who forsook Him as the 

only God in part so that we might comprehend that apart from His 

grace there can be nothing but sheer death and destruction.  

 

7. God’s warning of wrath against idolatry is meant to preserve His 

blessing for His people (vs. 17-18).  

I want you to see the heart of God in verse 17. God’s heart here is to 

show them mercy and compassion and bless them.  

God’s holiness and God’s love are not pinned against each other. 

They always agree. God’s holiness must be severe against idolatrous 

sin so that He can be free to passionately bless them with His love.  

You’ll never experience the full measure of God’s love and blessing 

in your life, until His holiness wars against your idolatrous sin. God 

doesn’t love you in spite of your sin; He loves you by warring 

against your sin.  

                                                           
3
 Ibid., pg 177-178. 

CENTRALITY OF THE GOSPEL 

What about last Sunday’s message—no condemnation! This is precisely the 

element that makes today’s warning so strong. God’s grace is the only means 

by which we can be free of condemnation—no substitutes will do. 

The supremacy of God and the centrality of His grace that are highlighted in 

Deut. 13 point us to essential centrality of the gospel in the New Testament.  

In Deut. 13 the people are warned of false prophets who will arise with 

demonic power seeking to steal the people’s hearts away from God and His 

grace that has led them out of Egypt.  

In Galatians 1 Paul warns that emphatically declares that even if and angel 

from heaven were to preach another gospel other that what the apostles have 

preached, he is to be accursed. [Gal. 1:6-9] 

This is why it is so essential that the gospel be the very center of our lives 

and ministry. Any form of religion that does not have at its core the cross-

work of Jesus as our only means of saving grace, is damnable. 

TEFC will be gospel-centered when the people of TEFC have cross-centered 

lives. Do you understand how essential this is? When churches provide a 

form of religion but in the process deny what scripture teaches and water 

down the central message of the saving grace of Jesus Christ, they lead entire 

generations of people into hell in the name of religion. Are you ready to live 

a cross-centered life? Are you ready to give up the idolatry of self? Are you 

ready to love God with all your heart until there is no aspect of your life 

withheld from obedience to His Word?  

NEW TESTAMENT ADMONITIONS
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 1 John 5:21 ~ “Little children, guard yourselves from idols.” 

2 Peter 3:17-18 ~ “beloved…be on your guard lest, being carried 

away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own 

steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.” 

Communion:  

� Bread: 1 Cor. 11:23-32 (The warning is strong because God’s love is 

strong) 

� Cup: I John 5:21 
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